Sanctity of Life #1

“Life: The Inalienable Right”

selected Scriptures

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”

So reads the Declaration of Independence, what may be called the birth certificate of the United States of America. This statement affirms the equality of all men and the establishment of basic human rights, defined as life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. These rights, insisted John F. Kennedy in his inaugural address, “come not from the generosity of the state but from the hand of God.”

I agree with Francis Schaeffer who said that, of all the inalienable rights, life is by far the most important.
 One’s pursuit of happiness goes only so far as it does not infringe on another’s liberty, and one’s liberty goes only so far as it does not infringe on another’s life. 
For the first two centuries of our nation’s existence, few Americans would argue this foundational premise. Countless men and women dedicated their lives in its defense. Yet over the past half century the sanctity of human life is under attack in ways that we have not seen for centuries.
 Abortions end life before birth while euthanasia ends life prematurely that is deemed to lack quality. Suicides, homicides, war, and poverty deprive thousands of life across the globe. Racism, sexism, and all forms of prejudice demean men, women, and even children.
Of all the issues that capture the headlines, none is more significant than the sanctity of life. For too long, too many Christians have sat on the sidelines while the sanctity of life has been challenged. Remaining silent is no longer an option.

During the month of January, I want to focus our morning messages on the subject of the sanctity of life. This morning will set the foundation, while the next three messages will deal with specific issues regarding the subject. The Bible speaks very clearly about the sanctity of life, and stands at odds with much of the common thinking and practices in our culture today. This is a call to action on the part of all Christians, but it is not a call for aggression or animosity for those who disagree or who live contrary to God’s standards. We are called to love our enemies and extend grace to all sinners, just as we have been loved and shown grace by God.

What do we mean by “sanctity of life”? Sanctity of life is the belief that human life is unique and hence sacred.
 It means to hold life in high esteem.
 God places special value on human life. Human life is sacred because the man and woman alone were created in the image of God, and that life deserves protection.
 To speak of the sanctity of human life is to assert that all human lives are equally precious to God and are to be respected as such.

Most people are familiar with the sixth commandment, “Thou shalt not kill.” Stated positively, though, the sixth commandment reads, “Thou shalt honor human life.” In this commandment there is the sanctity of life. Life is so precious, and the Church ought to be more conscious of this than anyone else. Do we realize that probably more than at any other time in the history of the world, people are being slaughtered at an alarming rate? This is nothing new. Sacredness of life was unknown under paganism. The Roman arena with its gladiatorial combats and prisoners thrown to the lions reflected low regard for human beings. But as Christianity gained influence, human beings became more highly regarded.

Throughout history this biblical view of the sanctity of all human life has faced opposition—most notably from those who advocate a “quality of life” viewpoint, suggesting that human life must possess certain qualities and abilities before it can be considered truly valuable and worthy of life sustenance. According to this distorted humanistic view, if the unborn child, the handicapped infant, or the elderly person does not possess these qualities, that individual is not entitled to the protection which Scripture or the Law would give.

The Bible rejects this “quality of life” view. The value of human life does not depend upon the person’s functional abilities or independent viability but is assured because of the image of God which is found in every human life. God does not measure the quality of a human being before He bestows His image. God calls upon us to extend our care and compassion to every life He has created, in every stage of development and in every need.

The Relevant Revelation

Let’s begin with the relevant revelation regarding the sanctity of life. The Bible has much to say about life (and death), and it is here where we must begin to form our own conclusions on these matters.

The Bible first reveals that God is the Source of all life. From the beginning, the Scriptures assume a doctrine of creation, the sanctity of life and the whole created order, and the ultimate ownership by God of all things.
 Psalm 24:1-2 state, “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it; for he founded it upon the seas and established it upon the waters.” God owns it all because He created it all. Nehemiah 9:6 adds, “You alone are the Lord. You made the heavens, even the highest heavens, and all their starry host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them. You give life to everything, and the multitudes of heaven worship you.” 

Here God is depicted as the Giver of life.
 He gives life to all things, including mankind. It seems strange that people who are dependent every moment on life given to them by God, allow themselves so easily to forget that fact.
 Elsewhere God is called the “Maker.” The word “maker” is found 26 times in the niv, all in the Old Testament, and every time it refers to God, the Maker of all things. In Acts 3:15 Jesus is referred to as “the Author of life.” 

The sanctity of life has roots in Genesis 1:26–27, where human beings are described as created in the image of God:
 “Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.’ So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.” This description of being created “in the image and likeness of God” is unique to humans; no other life is characterized this way. While it is true that all life is sacred to a degree, human life is even more sacred because we bear the image and likeness of God. Those who argue that mankind is merely a higher form of animal life stand in direct opposition to what the Bible teaches.
In Genesis 2:7 we read how this took place: “The Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.” The creation of man is given in much more detail; God did not merely speak him into existence; the Lord formed man from the dust and breathed life into him. This is reflected in Job 33:4, “The Spirit of God has made me; the breath of the Almighty gives me life.” In the New Testament we read in John 1:3-4, “Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men.” Paul stated in Acts 17:24-25,
The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands. And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and everything else.

God is the Source of all life, including human life.

Secondly, God is the Sustainer of all life. He did not simply make everything and then abandon it to its own course (as believed by deists such as Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin Franklin). He is involved in the affairs of His creation: He sees when a sparrow falls, and He hears when a raven cries out for food. He has the stars all counted and named, and He has even numbered the hairs on your head. Psalm 145:16 states, “You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing.”
 Job says in Job 10:12, “You gave me life and showed me kindness, and in your providence watched over my spirit,” and in Job 12:10, “In his hand is the life of every creature and the breath of all mankind.” From conception through birth until death, God is intricately involved in human life. Without Him, all life on our planet would cease.

Thirdly, God is the Sovereign over all life. The sanctity of life refers to the particular respect that ought to be given to human life because it is both a gift from God and it comes ultimately under God’s sovereignty.
 Absolutely central to the ethical pronouncements of the Bible is the proposition that God exists and is in control of His creation.
 Life is God’s: He gives it and it is His to take away.
 According to Psalm 104:29-30, “…when You take away their breath, they die and return to the dust. When You send Your Spirit, they are created, and You renew the face of the earth.”  This is a crucial truth that will impact many specific issues we will address in the messages to come.

The Reverent Responsibility

What, then, is the reverent responsibility upon us? In the absence of a robust sense of the sanctity of life, civilization cannot thrive.
 The role of the Christian community is to live out the gospel of the Kingdom, which is for all Christians the model of a Church and also the symbol of hope in a world which although dark is still God’s world. God’s people are called to live for God in the world; not to withdraw from it but to represent God in his creation.
 

Throughout the Bible God commands that His people protect and defend innocent human life.
 When Christians today see life through God’s eyes, we are compelled not only to care for the poor and vulnerable, but to defend every human’s God-given right to live. Life is the inalienable right, above all others. This is why Christians believe in the sanctity of life at every stage, from conception to death.
 

Yet increasingly we find this view under attack from statehouses to courthouses and from Hollywood and Madison Avenue. Just as in the Roman Empire of old, life has become cheap and disposable. From the pre-born to the newborn to those advanced in years, from those whose skin is a different color to those who happened to be born in a certain part of the world, life no longer holds the value it once did.

What are we to do? The role of the Christian community in the world appears to be threefold. 

Firstly, to be the prophetic voice of God. The prophets, it will be recalled, never separated the political and social issues from spiritual matters in their statements concerning the nations. Amos and Jeremiah, for example, were prepared to attack spiritual leaders for their neglect of others and for their tacit support of evil, and also national leaders for their neglect of the spiritual dimension. Similarly, Christians are called upon to speak discerningly and boldly to society’s needs in the light of the revelation through Christ and His Word. And it needs to be done not only within church walls, but out in the culture.

Secondly, the Christian community is to be an advocate of those in need. The Church must not serve class interests or its own interests but the interests of others. Spread as it is throughout the world, it has a unique and wonderful opportunity to speak up on behalf of the deprived, the needy, and the unloved. The gospel is not a social message, but the implications of it are social. To ignore the practical implications of the gospel is to disgrace it. Christians who keep themselves aloof from the needs of the world should not be too surprised if they are ignored. They must follow their Lord who believed in getting into human situations and not retreating from them. F. R. Barry wrote: “The Church is in the world—not in a vacuum—and it is in the world to redeem it.” We need to be the voice for those who have no voice, the hands and feet of God who go and offer real help to those in need.

Thirdly, the Christian community is called to be an initiator of change. The Church hasn’t had a good record in recent years, we must acknowledge. There have been exceptions, but by and large the Church has failed to take seriously the doctrine of the uniqueness of the human being. This is not a call to arms for aggressive, even violent measures. Christians do not impose their will on society; they propose a vision of a culture of life, to educate and persuade.
 We must become involved, at the ballot box, on social media, through volunteer work with community groups that promote the sanctity of life. Jesus said in Matthew 5:14-16,

You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. 

As the famous saying goes, “The only thing necessary for evil to triumph is for good men to do nothing.” For too long, too many Christians and the churches have done nothing, and evil threatens to overtake our society. They have been hidden, keeping the light of the Gospel to themselves. The time has come for us to shine.
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