Sanctity of Life #3

“Murder Most Foul”

selected Scriptures

Today marks the National Sanctity of Human Life Sunday, which occurs each year around January 22, the anniversary of the landmark Roe v. Wade court decision by the Supreme Court legalizing abortion on demand. Since that decision was handed down, over 61 million abortions have been performed in the United States, and since 1980, there have been more than 1.5 billion pregnancies terminated around the world.
 To put this in perspective, if you were to add up all of the deaths from the Revolutionary War, the Civil War, World Wars I and II, Korea, and Viet Nam, you would have 1,160,581 deaths.
 Nearly fifty-five times more pregnancies have been ended in the United States than in all of the major wars this nation has fought in nearly 250 years!
Abortion is the second most common surgical procedure in the United States, circumcision being the first.
 Not since the controversial issue of slavery ripped America apart at the seams has one subject troubled our country like abortion. It is virtually impossible to pick up a magazine or, for that matter, a daily newspaper without seeing an article, a column, a story, or an editorial either directly or indirectly related to abortion. Physicians and politicians, educators and newscasters, radio and television talk-show hosts, feminists and lobbyists alike are never far from discussing the subject. The heat is rising and there is every reason to believe the intensity of the debate will only increase. Like slavery, abortion will neither solve its own dilemmas nor quietly go away. There is every reason to believe it will be the significant topic of debate for many years to come.

In light of all this, an enormous amount of emotion swirls in the abortion arena. Shouting matches at abortion-clinic sit-ins are commonplace. It isn’t unusual for some representing the pro-life position to spend time behind bars for blocking entrances to abortion clinics. Others, with even greater passion, have set clinics on fire. And those representing the pro-abortion position, with equal vigor, declare that women are free to choose…that such a choice is their right. Perhaps the statement most commonly expressed in the heat of the debate comes from those who declare, “I may not choose to have an abortion, but I won’t force my opinion on another,” as they back away from the issue altogether, refusing any involvement in the debate. All the while, babies continue to be aborted by the thousands every day. 

Who, with a clear conscience, can sit back, say little, and do nothing while babies continue to be killed? It has come to the time where the most dangerous place to be in America is not in the inner city where gangs threaten innocent lives or in angry prisons where only the fit survive…but in the womb of a mother who is being told if she doesn’t really want the baby, an abortion is the solution.

There is probably not a more controversial subject dividing Americans than the issue of abortion. At the same time, I believe there is not another subject where the stakes for Christians are so high or the moral contrasts so clear.

This battle over the life of the unborn is nothing new. The Judeo-Christian ethical tradition stands in stark contrast to pre-Christian worldviews that granted comparatively little protection to the unborn and the young. The ancient religions of the Persians, the Greeks, and the Romans had little concern for the sanctity of life. Babies were not only aborted in the womb, but if they lived to be born and were unwanted, they were exposed to the elements and left to die. In some cases children were sacrificed on pagan altars.

The church condemned abortion in the first part of the second century in the Didache (ii.2). The Apostolic Constitutions warned, “Thou shalt not slay the child by causing abortion, nor kill that which is begotten; for everything that is shaped, and has received a soul from God, if it be slain shall be avenged as being unjustly destroyed, Ex. 21:23” (8, 3). The church father Tertullian in his Apologeticum (9) concurred: “To hinder a birth is merely a speedier man-killing; nor does it matter whether you take away a life that is born, or destroy one that is coming to birth. That is a man which is going to be one; you have the fruit already in its seed.”

This morning I want to consider this subject from three vantage points: the involvement of the Almighty before birth; the indications of activity before birth; and the implications of abortion before birth.

The Involvement of the Almighty before Birth

Let’s begin with the involvement of the Almighty before birth. What do the Scriptures say about abortion?

The Bible famously declares in the Ten Commandments: “Thou shalt not kill” (Exodus 20:13, kjv), which is better translated “You shall not murder.” Surely the deliberate killing of an unborn child could be viewed as murder—although our politically correct age does not like to say this.

Job says to the Lord in Job 10:8-12,

“Your hands shaped me and made me. Will you now turn and destroy me? Remember that you molded me like clay. Will you now turn me to dust again? Did you not pour me out like milk and curdle me like cheese, clothe me with skin and flesh and knit me together with bones and sinews? You gave me life and showed me kindness, and in your providence watched over my spirit.”
In Psalm 139 David gives a lengthy explanation of how God knit him together in his mother’s womb and how he was miraculously designed—as an unborn child:

For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. (Psalm 139:13-14)

Unborn children are not merely masses of tissue. Though the human body, even at the unborn level, was greater than earlier generations could comprehend, modern science now verifies what David poetically described.
 It is as if the Spirit of God had taken a divine fiber optic probe and reached into the womb, revealing the tender, all-powerful presence of God at work in the fetus.

In Jeremiah 1:5 the weeping prophet received his prophetic call. Here, again, God reveals His high view of human life: “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” The unborn is a human being in the making, and human beings are made in the image of God. 

In the New Testament, we read of this incident from Luke 1:39-41:

At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.
The “babe”—not even “unborn babe”—is the word brephos, which is used for both the unborn child and the young child lying in a manger. Masses of tissue do not leap for joy.
 All of these passages show the involvement of the Almighty before birth.

According to Old Testament scholar Walter Kaiser, though, Exodus 21:22-25 is the most definitive text with regard for the sanctity of unborn life.

If men fight, and hurt a woman with child, so that she gives birth prematurely, yet no harm follows, he shall surely be punished accordingly as the woman’s husband imposes on him; and he shall pay as the judges determine. But if any harm follows, then you shall give life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, wound for wound, stripe for stripe.
Although the Bible does not specifically address the subject of abortion, Scripture clearly regards the unborn child as fully human life. This life is to be protected in the same way that God calls us to defend the lives of all innocent human beings.
 The clear biblical teaching is that God is the giver of life; it is created by Him and is, therefore, sacred. Life and death are in His hands.
 Abortion is indeed murder, and only when the fetus presents a danger to the life of the mother should abortion be considered at all.

In Proverbs 6:16-19, the Lord lists seven things that He condemns, among them, “hands that shed innocent blood.” I believe abortions fall into this category. Who is more innocent than an unborn baby?

The Indications of Activity before Birth

But is an unborn child really to be considered a life? To begin with, understand that medical authorities determine a person to be “alive” if there is either a detectable heartbeat or brain-wave activity. With that in mind, it is eye-opening for some to realize that unborn children have detectable heartbeats at eighteen days (two and one-half weeks) after conception and detectable brain-wave activity forty days (a little over five and one-half weeks) after conception. What is so shocking is that nearly all abortions occur after the seventh week of pregnancy.

The ever-clearer scientific evidence is indisputable. From the moment of conception, we have a genetically distinct being who grows without any biological break to become the baby whom at birth almost everyone still today accepts as a human being to be protected. In fact, this scientific fact about the uninterrupted biological development of human life from the moment of conception was acknowledged honestly in a pro-abortion editorial in the official journal of the California Medical Association:

Since the old ethic [the traditional Christian viewpoint] has not been fully displaced, it has been necessary to separate the idea of abortion from the idea of killing, which continues to be socially abhorrent. The result has been a curious avoidance of the scientific fact, which everyone really knows, that human life begins at conception and is continuous whether intra- or extra-uterine until death. The very considerable semantic gymnastics which are required to rationalize abortion as anything but taking human life would be ludicrous if they were not often put forth under socially impeccable auspices.

Both biblical teaching and scientific information suggest that we should start with the assumption that from conception the developing fetus is a human being.
 In the first day that a sperm penetrates an egg, the first cell divides into two, the two cells into four, and so on. The baby’s sex can be determined by the ninth day after conception! The heart begins forming by day 18, and the eyes soon after. The beginnings of the brain, spinal cord, and nervous system are laid by day 20. By day 24, the heart begins beating. By day 30, blood flows in the veins and is separate from the mother’s blood supply. By day 42, the skeleton is formed; the brain coordinates movement of the muscles and organs; and reflex responses have begun.
 All of this in six weeks time! Yet as previously mentioned, nearly all abortions occur after the seventh week of pregnancy.

We reject as totally false and utterly abhorrent the notion that the fetus is merely a lump of jelly or blob of tissue, or a growth in the mother’s womb, which may therefore be extracted and destroyed like teeth, tumors or tonsils.
 There are clear indications of human life and activity before birth that, while dependent upon the mother, are quite distinct from the mother.

The Implications of Abortion before Birth

This leads us to the implications of abortion before birth. From both science and Scripture, it is clear that from the moment of conception, we are dealing with persons created in God’s image. Choosing to end the life of innocent persons is wrong. It is murder. If the Creator endows every person with immeasurable worth and dignity, then the directly intended taking of innocent human life is simply wrong and unacceptable.

“But what about the health of the mother?” pro-choice advocates object. “What about victims of incest or rape?” Fine. Let’s consider the facts. The Alan Guttmacher Institute (the research arm of Planned Parenthood) states that: 

• 1 percent are victims of incest or rape 

• 1 percent had fetal abnormalities 

• 4 percent had a doctor who said their health would worsen if they continued the pregnancy 

• 50 percent said they didn’t want to be a single parent or they had problems in current relationships 

• 66 percent stated they could not afford a child 

• 75 percent said the child would interfere with their lives 

There are numerous related statistics I could include, but this is sufficient to help us come to one major conclusion: 95-plus percent of children killed by abortion are killed for reasons of convenience; not incest, not rape, not the physical condition of the unborn, and not the threatened health of the mother.
 In fact, C. Everett Koop, former Surgeon General, states that during his 35-plus years of practicing medicine, “Never once did a case come across my practice where abortion was necessary to save a mother’s life.”

John Willke, president of the National Right to Life of Greater Cincinnati, asks the right questions: 

Since when does anyone’s right to live depend upon someone else wanting them? Killing the unwanted, is a monstrous evil… So, should a woman have the right to choose? I have a right to free speech, but not to shout “fire” in a theater. A person’s right to anything stops when it injures or kills another living human… The pivotal question is, should any civilized nation give to one citizen the absolute right to kill another to solve the first person’s personal problem?

And the pathetic tragedy of it all is that those who are being killed can neither represent themselves before a court of law nor defend themselves from sure death. Lives are being taken brutally, tragically, and thoughtlessly. It has come to the place where, more often than not, abortion is little more than a convenient method of contraception.
 It is nothing less than legalized murder.

So what are we to do? Since both divine sovereignty and human dignity are being challenged by the abortion debate, no conscientious Christian can stand aside from it.

Here are some suggestions:

First of all, volunteer your time, energy, and financial resources. There are several excellent organizations that are clearly pro-life who exist because people voluntarily help support them with time, energy, encouragement, and financial assistance. 

Second, make your home available to unwed mothers and/or be of support to homes that are open to them. The small amount of privacy you may forfeit will seem insignificant in comparison to the investment you will make in another’s life and future. 

Third, write letters and make phone calls. Get involved as a citizen in your local government and in the lives of those in national leadership who make a difference, especially those who are making a difference in legislation. 

Fourth, participate in demonstrations of your personal preference. This is not for everyone, but it is for many. It may be for you. It may not be. But don’t decide to do nothing because one particular method of public expression is not for you. Find something that is. 

Fifth, participate in community projects. More than ever, neighborhoods are organizing projects that make a statement to the whole city. Be open to the possibility of your participating in that. 

Sixth, practice in your private life what you claim to believe publicly. Seriously consider adopting. I know, I know, it’s a major decision, but what a statement it makes! Furthermore, just imagine the fulfillment of loving and influencing a child who might otherwise know nothing of the joy you could bring into his or her life. 

Seventh, pray, pray, pray, and PRAY! Pray for those who are on the front lines of the battle. Pray for the politicians, the pastors, the physicians, the ministers, pro-life leaders in the media, and those who lead anti-abortion organizations, all of whom face incredible pressure. Write them and assure them of your prayers. Last, but certainly not least, pray for the mothers-to-be…that more and more will be courageous and choose against abortion.

In all of this, I do not believe violence is the answer. Yes, what is happening to the unborn is brutal and violent and wrong, but we are not called to answer in kind. In fact, Paul’s words in 2 Corinthians 10:3-6 are appropriate here:

For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. 

Our weapons are not guns and bombs, but love and logic. Do not view those who advocate abortion as enemies, but rather hostages of Satan’s lies. We will never argue or fight someone into God’s family; we must lovingly tell them the truth. May we show the grace and mercy that our Lord showed to those who needed it…people like us.

Furthermore, I have no desire to stand in personal judgment on the women who have resorted to an abortion. A woman who has had an abortion, for whatever reason, needs to know that Jesus still loves her and stands ready to forgive her just as He freely forgave women who erred against His law in other ways (John 8:1–11).
 I want to say instead, “there is forgiveness with God” (Psalm 130:4), for Christ died for our sins and offers us a new beginning. He rose again and lives, and by His Spirit can give us a new, inward power of self-control. He is also building a new community characterized by love, joy, peace, freedom, and justice. A new beginning. A new power. A new community. This is the gospel of Christ.

The Christian’s basic premise must be the sanctity of life. Life is God’s: He gives it and it is His to take away. A fetus is a baby—a personal individual, a living creature. To call it euphemistically a “fetus” subtly dehumanizes the living being which, in a matter of months, will be a little boy or girl to a mother.

All of this leads us to one simple conclusion. Abortion is murder. Murder most foul. And we as Christians cannot stand idly by as these innocent lives are thrown away.
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