
Why Me, Lord? #12

“Happily Ever After?”

Job 42:7-17

Since our earliest years we have been fascinated by stories. Many of those stories started the same way: “Once upon a time…” And we were off into lands of kings and queens, princes and knights, good and evil, as well as love, romance, and marriage. What wonderful stories! After all the twists and turns, wrong is defeated. Goodness prevails as peace returns, and the same six words announce the ending we children loved to read: “And they lived happily ever after.”

Cinderella did. So did Sleeping Beauty and Prince Charming. Even the Beast and Beauty lived happily ever after. As we grow older our cynicism mixed with reality makes us frown and ask, “How could they, in an imperfect world? Happily ever after? Get real!”

Remembering these stories reminds me of the little four-year-old who rushed into the kitchen all excited about the story she had heard in daycare. It was about this beautiful young woman, the princess, who fell fast asleep. Along came a handsome prince who kissed her—and she suddenly awoke! “And do you know what happened next?” asked the perky preschooler.

“Why yes—they lived happily ever after,” said her mother.

“Oh, no—they got married!”

So as we come to the conclusion of the book of Job, we want to know how it all turned out. Did Job live happily ever after? What about his friends-turned-accusers? What about his wife? The final eleven verses of Job 42 supply those answers. 

The Rebuke of Job’s Friends

First we see the rebuke of Job’s friends in verses 7-9,

After the Lord had said these things to Job, he said to Eliphaz the Temanite, “I am angry with you and your two friends, because you have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has. So now take seven bulls and seven rams and go to my servant Job and sacrifice a burnt offering for yourselves. My servant Job will pray for you, and I will accept his prayer and not deal with you according to your folly. You have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has.” So Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite did what the Lord told them; and the Lord accepted Job’s prayer. 

The first action is to set the record straight with the three counselors. Eliphaz receives the word from God for all three (the “you” in verse 7 is plural), that he and his companions are condemned for their poor theology.

Try to imagine the scene: While God is dealing with Job from the whirlwind, the three friends are standing in the shadows, frowning with their arms folded, wondering why divine lightning isn’t striking Job, why the Lord isn’t vindicating their words and rewarding them for what they did. Are they in for a surprise!

The Lord says He is angry with the friends because they “have not spoken of me what is right as Job had.” Whereas God has accused Job of darkening knowledge in Job 38:2, his charge against the friends is much stronger. Job has been genuinely groping for the truth, but the friends have spoken falsely in their attempt to defend God. More than failing to comfort Job, they have tempted him to take the wrong course out of his affliction. Since their counsel would lead Job away from the true worship of God, they are accused of “folly,” the denial of God’s goodness. Earlier Job used this same root in accusing his wife of speaking as one of the foolish woman for counseling him to curse God and die in Job 2:10. Thus the friends’ speeches, coming after his wife’s foolish counsel, became a further temptation to curse God. Had he followed their advice, he would have denied God’s faith in him by seeking God for his own personal gain.

In their effort to uphold God’s justice, they ignored His mercy and limited His sovereignty. They went too far. They insisted that human suffering is always the result of sinfulness, and that boxed God in. Furthermore, they lacked mercy in their words. As we’ve stated several times, sinfulness is not always the reason people suffer. It is a reason on occasion, but it’s not the only reason. That’s where they missed it.

Notice that four times in these verses God called Job by the title “My servant.” (God also used this in talking to Satan in Job 1:8 and 2:3). This title suggests a close relationship and in the Old Testament is a title of honor for one who serves God. His use of this title again signifies that he has accepted Job’s repentance.
 You may wonder, “How did Job serve God?” By enduring suffering and not cursing God, and thereby silencing the devil! Suffering in the will of God is a ministry that He gives to a chosen few.

God commanded the three friends to offer a burnt offering of seven bulls and seven rams—a large sacrifice, indicating the gravity of their error. Ironically, Job then prayed for those who had falsely accused him. His readiness to intercede on their behalf demonstrated his willingness to forgive them. He had maligned God and was forgiven when he repented; now it was his turn to forgive those who had maligned him and were repenting.
 An interesting turn of events, the one in deepest pain spoke more accurately about God than the “comforters,” and ended up interceding on behalf of his friends.

This incident has been wrongly used to think that God accepts the prayers of some more readily than others and that it is to our advantage to get particularly holy people to pray for us. This is to forget our present privilege to pray in the name of Jesus. He is the only mediator between God and man (1 Timothy 2:5).

You will be amazed at how the Lord will use you in others’ lives once you adjust your life to His ways. You will be many things for them: a reproof, a refuge, a point of hope, a reason to go on, a source of strength, a calming influence, and so much more. It’s wonderful to realize how He chooses to use you as a vehicle to help restore those who’ve strayed so far. This often includes those who hurt you in their straying.

This sequence of events is essential to the theology of the book. If the friends had not been reprimanded, they would have come out victorious and Job alone would have been humbled. Furthermore, from Job’s intercession for his so-called comforters, it is learned that Job was fully restored to God’s favor and that he had gained spiritual authority by faithfully enduring his trial. Also, God shows He permits far more latitude in genuine searching than that tolerated by those who hold rigidly to a narrow theology.

The Restoration of Job’s Fortune

Secondly we see the restoration of Job’s fortune in verses 10-15,

After Job had prayed for his friends, the Lord made him prosperous again and gave him twice as much as he had before. All his brothers and sisters and everyone who had known him before came and ate with him in his house. They comforted and consoled him over all the trouble the Lord had brought upon him, and each one gave him a piece of silver and a gold ring. 

The Lord blessed the latter part of Job’s life more than the first. He had fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, a thousand yoke of oxen and a thousand donkeys. And he also had seven sons and three daughters. The first daughter he named Jemimah, the second Keziah and the third Keren-Happuch. Nowhere in all the land were there found women as beautiful as Job’s daughters, and their father granted them an inheritance along with their brothers. 

Job ended up with twice as much as he had before. He had twenty children, ten with God and ten in his home. (This shows that he and his wife were also reunited.) Friends and relatives brought money for a “restoration fund,” which Job must have used for purchasing breeders; and eventually, Job had twice as much livestock as before. He was once again a wealthy man. If the “double” formula also applied to Job’s age, then he must have been seventy when the story began, and God allowed Job to live twice as many years after. 

But Job’s greatest blessing was not the regaining of his health and wealth or the rebuilding of his family and circle of friends. His greatest blessing was knowing God better and understanding His working in a deeper way. As James wrote, “You have heard of the perseverance of Job and seen the purpose of the Lord, that the Lord is very compassionate and merciful” (James 5:11, nkjv).
 The compassion and mercy is directly tied to “the purpose of the Lord,” referring to the end or goal for which God has been working.
 In all of the misery and agony, God shows his compassion and mercy.

Verses 16-17 conclude, “After this, Job lived a hundred and forty years; he saw his children and their children to the fourth generation. And so he died, old and full of years.”
To die “old and full of years” was the goal of every person. It means more than a long life; it means a rich and full life that ends well. This is the way Abraham and Isaac died (Genesis 25:8; 35:29), and also King David (1 Chronicles 29:28).

What an enviable way to reach the end! I’m not suggesting that he lived “happily ever after,” since that’s not possible in this fallen world. There were still challenges from time to time. This world is full of depravity. We cannot eradicate or escape our sin-cursed nature. We must deal with a selfish nature in others that is less than desirable. But there can still be satisfaction. There can be fulfillment in old age. Furthermore, there can be continuing purpose and contentment in later years.

Henry David Thoreau once wrote, “None are so old as those who have outlived enthusiasm.” Isn’t it wonderful to be around older people who are still enthusiastic? Isn’t it great to see them have goals and dreams and tangible pursuits that have them excited from the time they awaken until bedtime? Folks like that are contagious.

The Relevance of Job’s Fate

I want to conclude our study with the relevance of Job’s fate. Most readers are pleased with the happy ending of the story, with Job’s health and wealth and family restored, yet others are not so appreciative. Some even complain that the story is ruined by the happy ending, as if the author had slipped back into the crude theology of rewards and punishments put forth by the three friends.
 Harold Kushner writes,

The biblical book of Job adds the happy ending that once brought a close to the Fable. After the soaring eloquence of God’s words from the whirlwind, the simplemindedness of this ending (Here you are, Job: more wealth, more children) strikes us as an anticlimax and leaves us puzzled as to why God would rebuke the three friends who had defended Him and affirm Job who had challenged Him. Clearly whoever put those words in God’s mouth was unfamiliar with the Poem.

Such criticism is unwarranted. These gifts at the end are gestures of grace, not rewards for virtue.
 As H. L. Ellison points out, “There was only one way in which He could vindicate Job that the mob would understand.”
 At that time there was no clear revelation of an afterlife and eternal rewards. The only way that God could communicate His pleasure (or displeasure) with someone in those days was to prosper or punish in this life.

Here are a few lessons we learn from the book of Job.

First, suffering is a part of life. We are a fallen people, living in a fallen world, and God never promised that this earth would always be a friendly place. Sometimes our suffering is the direct result of our own sin. Choices have consequences, and it is a biblical truth that “we reap what we sow.” But not always. Sometimes suffering is the result of someone else’s choice, as the consequences of sin are sadly not restricted to the sinner. Sometimes suffering is the ultimate result of Adam and Eve’s sin which brought disaster, disease, deformity, and death into our world. Sometimes suffering has a spiritual element, as did Job’s, Paul’s and Jesus’. God may be equipping us for a future role in His plan. What we think is “undeserved suffering” maybe exactly what we need to prepare us for our next assignment.

Our response should not be to try to figure out the cause but to turn in faith to the Creator. Remember, we live on promises, not explanations. C. H. Spurgeon said, “We are sure to get into mischief as soon as we begin catechizing God and asking ‘Why?’ and ‘Wherefore?’” God turns question marks into exclamation points when we focus on Him in all His grace and greatness.

Second, we are reassured that God is always there, even when we are at the end of our rope. Like the man in the “Footprints” tale, we might wonder where God is during the low points of our lives, but we can know that He is there and that He has not abdicated the throne of His universe and that He knows us by name.
 Like Job, we can learn that God’s silence does not mean His absence.

Finally, we are reminded of the perspective of eternity. The book of Job ought to shape our expectation of the normal Christian life. The end comes at the end. And this is important because, although we have reached the end of the book of Job, in our lives we are not yet at the end. When we wake up in the morning, what do we expect our day to be like? We may, of course, have expectations for a particular day, the prospect of a good party or apprehension about a visit to the dentist. But in general what do we expect of a normal day? For a Christian, what ought to be our idea of the normal Christian life? This is important because our idea of normality will govern whether we end up delighted or disappointed at the end of the day.

An enlightening conversation is recorded in Matthew 19:27-29,

Peter answered him, “We have left everything to follow you! What then will there be for us?”

Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life.” 
Peter (seemingly speaking for the other disciples here) asks Jesus, “When will we see our rewards? We’ve left everything to follow you! [As though Jesus hadn’t left even more to come to earth!] What’s in it for us?”

Notice the perspective of Jesus’ answer: “at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne…” Jesus is pointing to the end of time. In this life, He says in other passages, we can expect persecution and suffering and even martyrdom. This world is not our home; we shouldn’t get too comfortable here. If we expect to live our “best life now,” we will be disillusioned, disappointed, and dissatisfied. 

The most important thing about the blessing is that it happens at the end. James understood this perfectly: “Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord… You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful” (James 5:7, 11).

The purpose of the Lord to show mercy and compassion will be seen finally only when the Lord Jesus returns in glory. Job 42 anticipates the return of Jesus Christ. Job dies at the end of his story; and his death proves he is not the one to come, but merely one in whose sufferings are foreshadowed that one whose sandals neither Job nor any Old Testament prophet nor even John the Baptist will be worthy to untie.

The end comes at the end. The normal Christian life is warfare and waiting and being loved and humbled by God and being justified by God, all in the here and now. But it is the expectation of blessing at the end. Often we do get blessed now. God graciously pours out all manner of blessings here and now. But the blessings we get now are just a tiny foretaste of the blessings to be poured out at the end.

And the blessings God will pour out on the believer at the end will be every bit as real as the blessings of Job. Job knew real prosperity, real joy and celebration, real fruitfulness and real beauty (in his dazzling daughters). The blessings of the new heavens and new earth will be rock-solid real. We look forward to beauty that makes the most beautiful woman in the world seem dull. We look forward to fruitfulness that will make the most abundant family in the world seem barren. We look forward to prosperity that will make the Forbes list of the world’s billionaires seem poor. And we look forward to celebration that will make the best party in the world seem like a quiet glass of apple juice. So as we end this study, let us remember what we ought to expect of the normal Christian life. Let us see what Job foreshadowed, now fulfilled in the sufferings, faith, life, death, resurrection, ascension, and heavenly reign of Jesus Christ. Let us expect to suffer with Him if we will ultimately reign with Him, for by grace we will.

We must not misinterpret this final chapter of Job and conclude that every trial will end with all problems solved, all hard feelings forgiven, and everybody “living happily ever after.” It just doesn’t always happen that way! This chapter assures us that, no matter what happens to us, God always writes the last chapter. Therefore, we don’t have to be afraid. We can trust God to do what is right, no matter how painful our situation might be.

I guess it might be more accurate to say that Job lived “happily for-ever after.” The same can be said of you if you place your trust in Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord.
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