Your Blessed Life Now #6

“Blessed Are the Holy”

Matthew 5:8
There are some passages in the Bible that make you want to take off your shoes, for you are standing on holy ground. I believe our text for this morning qualifies as such a verse. The eminent British preacher D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones writes of this verse, “We come now to what is undoubtedly one of the greatest utterances to be found anywhere in the whole realm of Holy Scripture.”

He was referring to Matthew 5:8, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.” At first glance we may not think so much about it. There are no difficult words to understand. The concept seems simple enough. Yet it is very profound. John MacArthur observes, “It stretches over everything else revealed in Scripture. Purity of heart being necessary to see God is a vast and infinite theme, and it draws in almost every biblical thread.”
 This is a very basic truth we must come to grips with if we want to live our blessed live now.
The Condition of Blessing

The condition of blessing in this verse is “the pure in heart.” What does it mean? We need to understand both words “pure” and “heart” to fully grasp what Jesus is saying. 

I begin with the word “heart.” Obviously the Bible is not referring to the organ the pumps blood throughout the body. We are dealing with the figurative use of the word. In our culture, we often equate this figurative sense of “heart” as dealing with the emotions. But when the Bible uses “heart” in this way, it refers to the center of one’s being, including mind, will and emotions.

Sometimes the Bible uses the word heart to indicate the emotions. “Do not let your hearts be troubled” in John 14:1; “This can be nothing but sadness of heart” is seen in Nehemiah 2:2. But the heart can also refer to the intellect, as in Mark 2:8, “Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, ‘Why are you thinking these things?’” Hebrews 4:12 states that the Word of God “judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.” The heart also indicates the volitional function, or the will. Daniel 1:8 says, “But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself.” Jesus told His disciples in Luke 21:14 [nkjv], “Therefore settle it in your hearts not to meditate beforehand on what you will answer.” [To be honest, I looked up this verse in the niv, and it reads, “But make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves.” But the original text uses the term kardia, the Greek word for “heart.”] Putting it all together, we get the impression that the heart simply means the inner man with his many functions. This is the “master control” area of life.

Proverbs 4:23 says, “Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.” The essence of a man or a woman is what’s within; all that you are is an expression of who you are at the core of your being. When your heart is right, your life is right; when your heart is bad, this control center leads the rest of your being, your life, astray.

There’s a problem, though. The heart is not the place where we naturally expect purity, but Jesus demands purity right there.
 The Bible says very clearly in Jeremiah 17:9, “The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it?” Jesus says in Matthew 15:19, “For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander.” Isaiah 53:6 states, “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way…” Paul writes in Romans 3:10-12, “There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God. All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one.” There are no exceptions!

Modern psychology wants to blame environment or genetics for the evil in our world, but such is not the case. Adam and Eve lived in a perfect environment with no genetic background, yet they rebelled against God! The issue is internal, not external. As Warren Wiersbe writes, “The heart of every problem is the problem in the heart, and until the heart is changed by grace, society will not change at all.”

Then we read passages such as Psalm 24:3-4, “Who may ascend the hill of the Lord? Who may stand in his holy place? He who has clean hands and a pure heart…” and we think, “That counts me out!” We can become very discouraged.

It is at that point we must remind ourselves that the Beatitudes are not a “to do” list. We cannot be pure or holy in and of ourselves. It is only as God makes us holy that we can be holy. This purity is not something we do; it is something He gives. We read in 1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5:21, “God made him who had no sin [Jesus] to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” In Matthew 5:8 Jesus is not saying we are blessed because we are holy, but because we have been made holy.

Let’s examine the word “pure” next. This term was one well known to Jesus’ audience. Much of the Mosaic Law dealt with purity or holiness. The Lord said to the Israelites in Leviticus 19:2, “Be holy because I, the Lord your God, am holy.” (And before some of you think, “Whew! I’m glad that’s in the Old Testament!” Peter writes in 1 Peter 1:15-16, “Just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: ‘Be holy, because I am holy.’”) Purity—holiness—has been very important to God from the beginning. But what does it mean to be “pure”? Matthew does not often use the word for “pure” (three times only), and only here do we see “pure in heart.”
 

First of all, it means spotless, or just plain “clean.” We get the Greek word cathartic from this word. When a doctor works with you, he tries to do something cathartic, to cleanse or purify your system of that which is giving you poor health. He can bring about that catharsis physically. The counselor tries to bring catharsis emotionally, to cleanse you of any emotion that is fouling up your system. What Jesus calls us to is a life where the heart is purified before Him, a heart that has been cleansed spiritually.

But secondly, “pure” means sincerity. The word also means “unmixed.” This denotes one who loves God with all his heart, with an undivided loyalty, and whose inward nature corresponds with his outward profession.
 The pure in heart are the single-minded, who are free from the tyranny of a divided self, and who do not try to serve God and the world at the same time.
 Their whole life, public and private, is transparent before God and men.
 This refers to having a clean conscience or a sincere mind. Such people are honest, trustworthy, faithful, and loyal. Lying and deceit are far from them. They don’t have to keep track of little white lies in order to avoid being found out as fibbers, and they maintain integrity of actions even when nobody is looking.

That word “integrity” jumps out at me. It means you’re living the blessed life when the inside and outside match up. Then you’re pure in heart and you’re where He wants you to be.
 Proverbs 11:20 says, “The Lord detests people with crooked hearts, but he delights in those with integrity” (nlt). Psalm 78:72 says of King David, “He shepherded them according to the integrity of his heart.” Now we know that David was far from sinless! But he did have a sincerity of heart that God cherished.

How do we maintain this priceless integrity of heart? By being utterly honest with God, others, and ourselves; and by seeking to honor God alone.
 This is what it means to be holy or pure in heart.

The Consequence of Blessing

The consequence of blessing in this verse is “they shall see God.” In fact, the original Greek reads, “they and they alone shall see God.”
 Once again we run into a problem: namely verses such as Exodus 33:20, where God tells Moses, “You cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live.” Or John 1:18, “No one has ever seen God…” echoed in 1 John 4:12, “No one has ever seen God.” How do we understand this?

The verb in Matthew 5:8 is a future form in Greek, a future continuous tense. In other words: “They shall be continually seeing God for themselves.”
 Ultimately the children of God will, in Heaven, “see his face,” according to Revelation 22:4.
 I can’t explain how we will see God, who is spirit, but I do believe we will! 

John writes in 1 John 3:2, “Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.” Again, I believe this speaks of our eternal state, when we will literally see God. (By the way, John has an interesting application in the very next verse, “Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.” Maybe John was thinking of Jesus’ words in Matthew 5:8 when he wrote this!)

I also believe that, in a lesser sense, we can see God while we are in this world. The Christian can see God in nature, whereas the non-Christian cannot. The Christian sees God in the events of history. There is a vision possible to the eye of faith that no one else has. But there is a seeing also in the sense of knowing Him, a sense of feeling He is near, and enjoying His presence. Another way we see Him is in our own experience, in His gracious dealings with us. Do we not say we see the hand of our Lord upon us in this and that? That is part of the seeing of God.
 But the main thought is surely future and eternal; it points us to a vision too wonderful to be fully experienced in this life but that will come to its consummation in the world to come.
 Some glorious day in the future, these servants will see the Lord and hear the most significant words that will ever enter human ears: “Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful…enter into the joy of your master” (Matt. 25:21).

Then we will experience the reality of Revelation 22:1-5,

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign forever and ever.

Did you catch that, at the beginning of verse 4—“they will see his face.” We will one day see God! Don’t ask me to explain how, just believe that we will! What a glorious promise we have as Christ followers!

Yet this is only for those who are pure in heart. The most important part of your life is the part only God sees. He knows whether or not your heart is pure. He wants your heart to be pure, for only then can you see God, and in seeing God, receive all that He has and enjoy all that He is.
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