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‘‘In Good Hands’’

Proverbs 2:1-22

People today are looking for security.


In an age of financial instability, fears of health epidemics or terrorist attacks, people want to know that they are safe. For this reason the insurance industry has grown into one of the largest businesses in the world, as trillions of dollars are spent every year to protect our health, our wealth, our cars, and our homes.
 One of the best known of these companies assures us that, if we buy their insurance, we are “in good hands.”


Even with the best insurance, though, nothing is completely out of harm’s way. All of the money in the world cannot buy another breath at the end of our lives. The best homeowner’s insurance cannot stop fire, floods, or storms from destroying our houses. Even the most defensive driver can be the victim of another’s carelessness on the highway. 


So where can we find true security and protection in this life? Solomon shares that secret in Proverbs chapter two. If we want to really be “in good hands,” then we need to be in God’s hands.

The Pursuit of Wisdom


Proverbs two begins with the pursuit of wisdom in verses 1-5,


My son, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you, turning your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to understanding, and if you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding, and if you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure, then you will understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God.


These five verses actually comprise one sentence, a conditional statement that centers on the words “if” and “then.” Solomon says that “if” certain conditions are met, “then” certain results will follow. There is nothing automatic about wisdom. We often equate wisdom with age and experience, but many people pass through life who are none the wiser for their experiences. No, as Chuck Swindoll points out,

Getting wisdom is the result of mutual effort. It’s a matter of working together with God in pulling off a wise lifestyle. God doesn’t deliver wisdom at our door like the morning paper. Wisdom doesn’t come in a neat package, like a carton of cool milk that’s sitting there waiting to be opened. It’s the result of a cooperative effort.


As with anything worthwhile in life, gaining wisdom comes at a cost, though not measured in dollars and cents. What is required of us is a single-hearted devotion to discovering and doing what is right, as implied in the verbs “accept,” “store up,” “turn,” “apply,” “call out,” “cry aloud,” “look,” and “search.” The three “ifs” in these verses show the importance of our choices. We are instructed to do our part in seeking wisdom in order to reap the wonderful, promised results. When we do, God grants wisdom as a gift to those who truly seek it, and He bestows understanding and knowledge.
 As we read in James 1:5, “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.” That is a promise from God.

What must we do in our pursuit of wisdom? First, we must admit that we don’t already have it ourselves and be open to divine input on the subject. Second, we must ask God to provide His insight and wisdom for our lives. Third, we must apply ourselves to this pursuit as if we were looking for hidden treasure. While that seems simple enough, we should not think of it as effortless. Warren Wiersbe writes, 

Obtaining spiritual wisdom isn’t a once-a-week hobby, it is the daily discipline of a lifetime. But in this age of microwave ovens, fast foods, digests, and numerous “made easy” books, many people are out of the habit of daily investing time and energy in digging deep into Scripture and learning wisdom from the Lord. Thanks to television, their attention span is brief; thanks to religious entertainment that passes for worship, their spiritual appetite is feeble and spiritual knowledge isn’t “pleasant to [their] soul” (Prov. 2:10). It’s no wonder fewer and fewer people “take time to be holy” and more and more people fall prey to the enemies that lurk along the way.


What we are looking for is wisdom for daily living—“a platform on which all right decision-making must be based.” This needs to be based on solid knowledge, not merely what feels best.
 John Stott comments in his book, Your Mind Matters,
Knowledge is in​dispensable to Christian life and service. If we do not use the mind which God has given us, we condemn ourselves to spiritual superficiality and cut ourselves off from many of the riches of God’s grace. At the same time, knowledge is given us to be used, to lead us to higher worship, greater faith, deeper holiness, better service. What we need is not less knowledge but more knowledge, so long as we act upon it.


Of course, we access this knowledge through the Word of God. The discernment we need for our daily lives comes from our personal exposure to the Word of God.  Hebrews 5:14 refers to, “the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.” This involves more than merely reading a select passage of Scripture each day. It necessitates that we interact with what we read and ap​ply the Word to our lives and to the situations we face.


How much do we really want wisdom? Are we humble enough to admit that we don’t have all the answers ourselves, and that we need to rely on God’s wisdom? Are we willing to devote the time and effort it takes to discover the truth of God’s Word? 

The Provider of Wisdom


Proverbs is very clear that God is the provider of wisdom.  While it is true that wisdom is “the right understanding of reality and is the basis of moral and ethical life,”
 there is more to it than that. When we seek wisdom, we find God. The “knowledge of God” refers to more than intellectual opinion about God; it also encompasses ethics—how we live and discern between right and wrong.
 Consider verse nine, “Then you will understand what is right and just and fair—every good path.”As Swindoll puts it succinctly, “We’ll find true treasure: the fear of the Lord (we’ll start tak​ing Him seriously) and the knowledge of God (we’ll get to know Him intimately).”


The reason the one who seeks wisdom and knowledge will find God is that God is the source of wisdom and knowledge. Moreover, God has stored wisdom up as a protection for his saints. The word translated “victory” is tûšîyāh meaning “sound wisdom”; the Septuagint (the Greek translation of the Old Testament) rendered it “salvation.” This term includes the ideas of both sound wisdom and its effect. God holds in store sound wisdom that is powerful for His saints.


It takes humility, though, to admit that someone other than ourselves is the source of wisdom. We want to think that we have it all together, that we can figure everything out on our own, that we don’t need no help from nobody. Even as children we insist on doing it ourselves—or at least trying to do it ourselves until it becomes obvious that we cannot. Then we bring the mess we made to our parents and have them figure it out.


Isn’t that how it is with God? We’re so sure we can figure it out on our own, or that we’ve got it all together, until it becomes painfully obvious that we don’t have a clue. Then we look to the heavens and cry, “God, help!” It would be so much better if we just came to God and asked for wisdom at the beginning! Like the classic hymn says, 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit,

Oh, what needless pain we bear,

All because we do not carry

Everything to God in prayer.

The Protection of Wisdom


Solomon devotes most of this chapter—verses 9-22—to the protection of wisdom. Here is where we find true insurance for life. This thought is actually introduced in verse 8, “for he guards the course of the just and protects the way of his faithful ones.” Life is dangerous. It is wise to listen to the counsel of God and of godly people who have walked the path before us.

For those who seek God, He stores up sound wisdom for daily living. With it, He gives us a shield of protection as we walk in integrity.
 How does this happen? As we gain insight and understanding, God gives us discretion, according to verse 11, which is the ability to make wise decisions. Such discretion saves a person from many a “bad trip.” Sound judgment delivers us from involvement with wicked men. None of us realizes the extent to which we are daily preserved from spiritual, moral, and physical perils. The wise Christian enjoys a well-guarded life.

Yet a growing number of people in our world—even professing Christians—fail to seek God for His wisdom. Instead, they strive to satisfy their passions and desires without regard to their future or to the consequences of their decisions. For a believer, this is a spiritually dangerous way to live. When we try to live apart from the counsel of God’s wisdom, we suffer disillusionment, fear, doubt, worry, and frustration. Our lives fall apart when we do not involve the Savior in our decisions.

Solomon describes two ways wisdom protects us. First, in verses 12-15:

Wisdom will save you from the ways of wicked men, from men whose words are perverse, who leave the straight paths to walk in dark ways, who delight in doing wrong and rejoice in the perverseness of evil, whose paths are crooked and who are devious in their ways.


Then, in verses 16-19:

It will save you also from the adulteress, from the wayward wife with her seductive words, who has left the partner of her youth and ignored the covenant she made before God. For her house leads down to death and her paths to the spirits of the dead. None who go to her return or attain the paths of life.

Crooked men and wicked women—those are the dangers that lurk in our world that seek to steal our souls. Everywhere we turn we are faced with them, luring us, tempting us to follow them in their evil ways. What are two of the most powerful temptations today? Greed and sensuality. Even for the Christian, these two tug at our sinful nature. They try to drag us down, and if we let them, they will!


That’s why we need to protection of wisdom. We live in a world that is dominated by Satan—who would love to destroy us—and by sinful people—who would love to defile us. The odds are stacked against us…if we try to face our foes by ourselves. Thankfully, God does not leave us helpless in this struggle. He provides His power and His wisdom for those who would receive them and put them to use. And, as verses 20-22 promise, 

Thus you will walk in the ways of good men and keep to the paths of the righteous. For the upright will live in the land, and the blameless will remain in it; but the wicked will be cut off from the land, and the unfaithful will be torn from it.


It is obvious from even a casual reading of Proverbs two that the protective influence of the Word of God comes as a result of diligent, prayerful, and purposeful intake of Scripture. To guard our minds, we must give priority to the Bible in our lives—not just for the spiritual information it gives but also for the daily application of it in our workaday lives.


This isn’t going to happen in an hour or two on Sunday morning. The pursuit of wisdom requires commitment and dedication, sometimes just plain ol’ hard work! As Wiersbe concludes, “There’s a price to pay if we would gain spiritual wisdom, but there’s an even greater price to pay if we don’t gain it.”


We must come to the Provider of wisdom if we expect to receive it. We won’t find wisdom in the advice columns of the newspaper, the horoscopes, or even our best friend’s advice. For true wisdom we must rely upon God, for He has revealed His wisdom through His Word. Sometimes our Christian brothers and sisters may provide helpful suggestions along the way, but it is only true wisdom if it is aligned with the truth of Scripture.


When we do this, we will come to enjoy the protection of wisdom. As we saw in an earlier message, rather than having to “live and learn” from our mistakes, we can come to the point where we “learn and live” without the high cost of tuition at the school of hard knocks! Wouldn’t it be wonderful to be able to look back at our lives and say, “Thank God I didn’t go down that path!” instead of lamenting, “Oh, if I could do it over again, I’d do it differently!”


That’s what it means to live under the protection of wisdom. It’s like insurance for the soul. Ecclesiastes 9:1 states, “So I reflected on all this and concluded that the righteous and the wise and what they do are in God’s hands.” It’s better than being “in good hands” with Allstate; it living “in God’s hands” throughout our lives.

�“Global insurance premiums grew by 3.4% in 2008 to reach $4.3 trillion,” cited at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Insurance.


�Charles R. Swindoll, Living on the Ragged Edge (Dallas: Word Publishing, ©1985).


�Dorothy Kelley Patterson, ed., Woman’s Study Bible (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, ©1995).


�Warren W. Wiersbe, Be Skillful (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, ©1995).


�John F. MacArthur, Jr., Reckless Faith: When the Church Loses Its Will to Discern (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, ©1994).


�John R. W. Stott, Your Mind Matters (Downers Grove IL: InterVarsity Press, ©1972).


�Cyril J. Barber, Nehemiah and the Dynamics of Effective Leadership (Neptune, NJ: Loizeaux Brothers, ©1976).


�Donald J. Wiseman, 1 and 2 Kings: An Introduction and Commentary, Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, ©1993).


�Allen P. Ross, “Proverbs” in The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, Volume 5: Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, ed. Frank E. Gaebelein (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, ©1991).


�Charles R. Swindoll, Living Beyond the Daily Grind, volume 1 (Dallas: Word Publishers, ©1988).


�Ross, op. cit.


�Wiersbe, op. cit.


�Swindoll, Living on the Ragged Edge.


�William MacDonald and Arthur Farstad, Believer’s Bible Commentary: Old and New Testaments (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, ©1995).


�Charles F. Stanley, The Charles F. Stanley Life Principles Bible: New King James Version (Nashville: Nelson Bibles, ©2005).


�Jerry Bridges, The Pursuit of Holiness (Colorado Springs: Navpress, ©1978).


�Wiersbe, op. cit.





PAGE  
5

