Easter Sunday 2022

“Easter Everyday”

Philippians 3:10-11
This past week I read a story of an unusual Easter worship service.

“Next Sunday,” the pastor announced, “will be a special Easter service. My sermon subject will be, ‘The Power of His Resurrection.’ ”

There was nothing unusual about the announcement except that the pastor made it from the pulpit on Easter Sunday morning. There were some knowing looks. The pastor had been known to have the wrong dates in the bulletin or even to print the birthdays and anniversaries for the wrong month in the church newsletter. 

But the pastor had not made such a mistake this time. Nor was this a gimmick to keep up the attendance. It was his way of underscoring the fact that the church celebrates the resurrection of Christ every Lord’s Day and not only once a year. “Preachers who celebrate the Resurrection once a year are no better than the folks who only go to church on Easter,” he explained later.

Interestingly, I had already planned the subject of this morning’s message before I read that story. That account came under the title, “Easter Every Sunday,” but my title was “Easter Everyday.” And I do plan on preaching a number of sermons in the weeks to come on the theme of “Living in the Power of His Resurrection.”

Now I can almost hear some of you thinking, “Easter everyday? Are you kidding? You mean we’re supposed to dress up like this every day? I can’t afford to cook an Easter meal everyday—let alone all those Easter eggs! You can’t be serious!”

No, I don’t mean celebrating Easter the way we have become accustomed to doing. Instead I want to consider celebrating Easter everyday in the way we live.
My text for this morning is taken not from the end of any of the four gospels, but rather from Philippians 3:10-11. I am certain that you are all familiar with the Easter story…though maybe I should not assume too much.

There is a story of a pastor who asked three teenage girls, “When is Easter and what happens on it?” 

The first said, “Well, I think Easter’s in the fall, and we dress up in costumes and go trick-or-treating.”

“No, not quite,” he replied and looked to the second. 

The second girl said, “Well, isn’t it in the winter, and we put up the tree and decorate it and exchange gifts?” 

The pastor shook his head and glanced to the third.

She said, “Well, Easter is in the springtime when Jesus came out of the grave…”

“Very good!” the pastor interrupted, relieved. Turning to the other two he said, “Now listen to her; she has it right.” He nodded to the third girl to continue.

Then she added, “And if he sees his shadow, he goes back, and we have six more weeks of winter.”
 So close…yet so far!

I’m going to presume, however, that you all know the basics of the Easter story. To quote 1 Corinthians 15:3-4, “Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures.” Easter is the culmination of the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Many people know that, and unfortunately that’s as far as it goes. Once a year we pull out our Easter clothes, color some Easter eggs, fill our Easter baskets, sing our Easter hymns, and when it’s all over, we put it away for another year.

How sad.

I suggest that Easter is not a date to be celebrated but a dynamic to be cultivated. Many years ago my dad printed up a sheet of paper that read at the top, “My Purpose.” Under that was printed Philippians 3:10-11 from The Amplified Bible:

[For my determined purpose is] that I may know Him [that I may progressively become more deeply and intimately acquainted with Him, perceiving and recognizing and understanding the wonders of His Person more strongly and more clearly], and that I may in that same way come to know the power outflowing from His resurrection [which it exerts over believers], and that I may so share His sufferings as to be continually transformed [in spirit into His likeness even] to His death.

What does it mean to “know Christ and the power of His resurrection”? What does that look like in the life of a Christian? This morning I want to introduce this idea and in the weeks to come expand on how it works on an everyday basis.

The Original Explosion of Easter

Let’s begin with the original explosion of Easter. Why would I choose the word “explosion”? When Paul wrote Philippians 3:10, the Greek term translated “power” is dunamis, which appears 119 times in the New Testament, and is translated “power,” “miracle,” and “mighty works.” Literally it means “force,” but not in an ordinary sense. This is a strong word denoting supernatural power, unexplained by natural means.

The English word “dynamite” was coined in 1867 by Alfred Nobel, the inventor of dynamite (and later the creator of the Nobel Peace Prize). The English word dynamite actually comes from the Swedish word dynamit. The Swedish word Nobel coined comes from the Greek word dunamis. So technically, the English word dynamite comes from the Greek word dunamis through the Swedish word dynamit.
 Our word “dynamite” is the transliteration of this Greek word but not its translation. Dunamis does not refer to an explosive powder. The Greeks knew nothing about gunpowder. The gospel is not the “dynamite of God,”
 blowing things up and destroying them.

Dynamite is used to paint a picture of the vast greatness of God’s power. When we think about dynamite, we do think about an explosive power. But for Paul, God’s great, vast, magnificent power is demonstrated by the empty tomb. In Ephesians 1:19-20, using the same Greek word for power, he wrote, “That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms.” If you want a great illustration of the vastly magnificent power of God, you don’t need to look further than the empty tomb. God’s great power is wonderfully illustrated by bringing someone who is dead to life again.
 

Paul often combined this term for power with the resurrection of Jesus, as in Romans 1:3-4, “…regarding his Son, who as to his human nature was a descendant of David, and who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord”; and in 1 Corinthians 6:14, “By his power God raised the Lord from the dead, and he will raise us also.”
Yet this supernatural power that raised Jesus from the dead does have some destructive strength involved. Consider 1 Corinthians 15:24-26, “Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death.” And Hebrews 2:14-15, “Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil—and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.”

This is what I mean by the original explosion of Easter. This power—dunamis—that raised Jesus Christ from the dead worked the greatest miracle of history! What happened on that first Easter Sunday was no ordinary occurrence. Oh, sure, there were people brought back from the dead, but those were actually resuscitations, restoring life to a mortal body that would later die again. Christ’s resurrection is a unique phenomenon, differing from the instances of resuscitation accomplished by the prophets and even by Jesus Himself.
 This resurrection power raised Jesus to a new life that would never experience death again. God took that battered, beaten, tortured corpse in the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea and glorified it with eternal life.

As incredible as the miracle of Christmas is—that Almighty God could take on the form of a human being—I believe the miracle of Easter is even greater. New Testament believers saw the resurrection as greater than creation as the supreme manifestation of divine power.
 The power of Christ’s resurrection is the greatest power ever exhibited. Yes, Jesus died on the cross for our sins. Hebrews 9:22 states, “Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.” But without the resurrection, Jesus would be a dead sacrifice. As 1 Corinthians 15:14 puts it, “And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith.”
The Ongoing Experience of Easter

Yet this is not the whole story. Beyond the original explosion of Easter is the ongoing experience of Easter. The very power that raised Jesus from the dead is available to all of God’s people today, what Paul called “the power of his resurrection.” This is not merely past history or future hope; it is present reality. Jesus says, “I am the resurrection and the life.” The “power of his resurrection” is not only saving power and keeping power, but it is also living power and serving power.

You see, when Paul spoke of “knowing Christ and the power of His resurrection” in Philippians 3:10, he was not speaking of knowledge that is merely factual; he meant experiencing the power of His resurrection in everyday life.
 It is one thing to know about the resurrection, and it is another thing, as Paul says, “to know the power of his resurrection,” to know it personally and experientially. Jesus’ resurrection was not just a dramatic miracle but the dynamic power that not only raised Christ from the dead but also “made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions,” according to Ephesians 2:5. Dunamis is also the source of the word “dynamic.”

The resurrection means not merely that Christians have a hope for the future but that they have hope that comes from the future. The Bible’s startling message is that when Jesus rose, he brought the future kingdom of God into the present. It is not yet here fully but it is here substantially, and Christians live an impoverished life if they do not realize what is available to them. So Paul prays for the Ephesians that “the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know…his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead” (Ephesians 1:18-20).

In the resurrection we have the presence of the future. The power by which God will finally destroy all suffering, evil, deformity, and death at the end of time has broken into history now and is available— partially but substantially—now. When we unite with the risen Christ by faith, that future power that is potent enough to remake the universe comes into us.

The “incomparably great power” with which God raised Jesus from the dead is in us now. So we are to live in the “light” of the future “new creation.” That is, we are to participate in that future resurrection life in the way we live now. If Jesus was raised from the dead, it changes everything: how we conduct relationships, our attitudes toward wealth and power, how we work—everything.

Sadly, so much that goes by the name of Christianity today is nothing more than man doing his best.
 We all know that we are not saved by trying but by trusting. After all, Ephesians 2:8-9 says, “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.” But once we’re saved, we think we live the Christian life by trying harder. It doesn’t work! When Jesus said in John 15:5, “Without Me you can do nothing,” He was talking to His disciples!
Let me illustrate. There are two ways to power a computer. You can run it on a battery, which runs down and needs recharging, or you can plug your computer into an ever-flowing power source. The problem with the battery is that if you forget to recharge it, or can’t get to a power source to recharge it, your computer will eventually stop working.
Too many Christians are living by battery power instead of God’s ever-flowing grace. They come to church on Sunday to get spiritually recharged, but they begin to run out of power, so they have to come on Wednesday night for a midweek recharge. If they miss a week, watch out, because their spiritual battery is dangerously low.
But when you plug that computer into a permanent power source, an abiding takes place. The power never runs low because there is a connectedness between the computer and its power source that becomes a way of life.
 

It’s not a perfect analogy, but that’s similar to what I’m talking about. The power of His resurrection is the dynamic power of God that raised Jesus from the dead. According to Paul, that same “incomparably great power”—the power that raised Jesus from the dead—is the power that is at work in us to make us holy, to make us a fit place for Jesus to dwell, to enable us to grasp the limitless dimensions of God’s love for us, to strengthen us so that we have great endurance and faith. It takes extraordinary power to change us to become like that. In fact, it takes nothing less than the power of God that raised Jesus from the dead. What the apostle wants, then, is not power so that he might be thought powerful, but power so that he might be conformed to the will of God. Only the power that brought Jesus back from death will do.

That is why we can celebrate Easter everyday. No, not Easter eggs or bunnies or clothes or dinners everyday. Easter is about the resurrection of Jesus from the dead—the single most powerful act in history. The power of God conquered death, raising a dead corpse to eternal life. Because of Easter we, too, can conquer death if we put our trust in the One who rose from the dead.

But this is only the beginning. Christianity is not merely life after death; it is life now, today. It is, in the words of the Bible, living in the power of His resurrection. Over the next several weeks we will look at specific applications of this principle. If you haven’t taken that first step, I urge you to do so today. On the day we celebrate the triumph of life over death, you can begin your new life today.

And you can celebrate Easter everyday.
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